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Inspiration 

In December, the ad interim-president, Jolanda Geerssen, retired from the board 

of  the 'Toe to Heart Nederland' foundation in the Netherlands. The present 

board thanks her for her great involvement and the immense hard work she had 

put in  for the foundation.   

I am the sucessor of Jolanda and I sincerely hope to be a worthy contributor  

towards the objectives of Toe to Heart. I am sure that, the other board members: 

Liset, Barbara and Hannie will do their utmost best for this cause.  

The motto of Toe to Heart is : “To protect our children and to give them the 

chance to grow. Positive attention (heart) and a bit of material help (Toe) is 

enough to bring about the change in them. The rest, they prefer to do by 

themselves.”  

It is my deep conviction  that a vast base in good education and personal 

support for each child together form the key for a better future.  The society as a 

whole will take advantage of this, is my belief and hope.  

I wish Thomas and Lalitha a lot of inspiration in their work for Toe to Heart, 

which they have taken up for more than 10 years with full conviction. 

Bea van Els 
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Jolanda Geerssen has with full faith been for 5 years part of the board as 

member and president of Toe to Heart. In January, we have said goodbye to her 

and Bea has taken her place .  

Jolanda, we thank you very much for your commitment, your constructive 

criticism, for thinking along and your enthusiastic presence! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And as a board member, we are happy with Hannie who joins the board as a 

new member. Below she presents herself: 

I am Hannie van Haaren. In November 2012, I shifted to Bengaluru. Early this 

year, I returned to the Netherlands. In Bengaluru, I have been in touch  with 

Thomas and Lalitha and with Toe to Heart. I often did handicrafts with the 

children of Toe to Heart, on the roof terrace at Thomas and Lalitha’s home, 

where we all sat along with the children on a big mat. While we made the 

handicrafts together, the children spoke about their experiences at school. They 

all did  their very best at school.  Before they could sit with me, they had to 

finish their homework  and were guidged  by Lalitha on the lessons taught at 

school . Being back home in the Netherlands, I want to continue to give my 

support to  Toe to Heart. That's why I became part of the board. The children 

have made a beautiful drawing for me at my farewell. (see pag. 5) 
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Hannie and Thomas with some children of Toe to Heart. 

Upper row: Thithamali, Thara, Annie, Naresha, Nalini 

Row below: Sweety, Eva, Suman, Vasundhara, Nandhita, Raj, Monica  

 

Congratulations!!! 

And again a school year has been completed successfully! 

Moses, Arukia, Annie and Esther have passed their PU2 exam  and 

will continue to study but then in evening colleges with the help of 

income gained by hard work during the day. We are very proud of 

them. All the other children have passsed to the next grade! 

Fantastic! 

Congratulations for everybody, of course also for Lalitha and 

Thomas, from the board in the Netherlands. 
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Jubilee year almost completed 

 

Toe to Heart continues to exists  and contribute for more than10 years.  We had  

a nice reunion in August 2014 in Bengaluru and we want to celebrate the jubilee 

year with a meeting in  Gouda, the Netherlands,  on the 30th of August. 

Last year, I had finally time to finish a manuscript and to publish this for the 

benefit of the development forToe to Heart. The response was good and it is 

always encouraging to experience that people stand up, reach out their helping 

hand and create the basis for a successful campaigne It is also very encouraging 

to see that in these 10 years again and again new people have  joined us, while 

others have continued to be  part of it since the beginning. Continuity and 

renewal, both are needed for a healthy organization. 

Toe to Heart has received the ANBI status, which we cherish and makes us 

proud. Donations to the regular  TTH account  go all to support our present 

school costs and after school care project, while other donations  to the study 

fund.The fundings and expenditures are kept transparent and we want to keep it 

like this. Therefore, we have used my personal account for the 'book campaign'. 

The profit will also be used for Toe to Heart but then as (extra) budget for the 

further development of our initiative . That is an intensive process. When the 

campaign is definitely over we will give a detailed and open explanation for the 

expenses.  

 

For giving more foundation to Toe to Heart, I will be this summer for more than 

two months in the Netherlands and also Lalitha and Eva will follow me after 

some time. Sunday 30 August we will organize an afternoon gathering in Gouda 

with a nice programme for young and old and the whole family. More details 

will follow later but we would appreciate it if you would block the date already 

in your diary and inform us if you can come. You can acknolwedge your 

participation by writing to us at info@toetoheart.org. In principle,everybody is 

welcome.   

Under reservation, the program will be as follows: Eyewitnesses will tell about 

the project in Bengaluru and I will tell myself about the future plans of Toe to 

Heart. But there will also be creative activities like drawing and (Indian) 

cooking, a drink, a small Indian market and an auction, so enough reason for 

everybody to walk in. The happening will take place in Gouda, in 'buurthuis de 

Speelwinkel' and the program will take place from around 2 o'clock till circa 6 

o'clock so everybody can be timely at home before the schools will start on 

Monday.  More information will follow.  

We hope to see everybody (again) soon and we wish you a beautiful summer. 

Thomas, also in the name of  Lalitha and Eva;  

and in the name of the children of  Toe to Heart: 
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 thank you very much!!  As usual we want to take the 

opportunity to thank all the donors, followers, friends of Toe to Heart 

very much for their support . Without you nothing would be possible. 

If you have the plan to make use of the invitation of Thomas for the 

meeting in Gouda on 30 August then please don't forget to send a 

message to info@toetoheart.org 

or call (0031) (0)6-48224349 

mailto:info@toetoheart.org

